September 16, 2025

The Honorable John Hoeven
Chairman, Senate Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture
Room S-128, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Andy Harris

Chairman, House Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture

2362-A, Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Susan Collins
Chairwoman

Senate Appropriations Committee
Room S-128, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Tom Cole
Chairman

House Appropriations Committee
H-307, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen

Ranking Member, Senate Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture

Room S-128, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Sanford Bishop, Jr.
Ranking Member, House Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture

1036 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Patty Murray
Ranking Member

Senate Appropriations Committee
Room S-128, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro

Ranking Member

House Appropriations Committee

1036 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Hoeven, Ranking Member Shaheen, Chairman Harris, Ranking Member Bishop,
Chairwoman Collins, Ranking Member Murray, Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro:

We the undersigned national and state public health, medical, law enforcement, and consumer
protection organizations — as well as families harmed by these products — urge you to include
language in the final FY 2026 Agriculture Appropriations bill that closes the loopholes in the
2018 Farm Bill by redefining hemp to specifically exclude hemp-derived THC and all other
psychoactive substances derived from hemp that have similar effects to delta-9 THC — the main
intoxicating chemical in marijuana. These loopholes have resulted in the nationwide availability
of highly intoxicating hemp-derived THC products.

The 2018 Farm Bill’s definition of hemp has been interpreted by the hemp industry as
“legalizing” hemp-derived THC and all other psychoactive substances derived from hemp (e.g.,
delta-8 THC, delta-10 THC, HHC, THC-O, etc.) that have similar effects as delta-9 THC.'-> The
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current definition of hemp has created serious challenges for regulators and public-health
officials, while fueling widespread, largely unmonitored sales of highly intoxicating products.
These substances are now sold nationwide — in gas stations, convenience stores, head shops and
online — in ways that are purposely made both accessible and attractive to youth.’” These
substances are often sold in the form of gummies, chocolates, chips, candies, and cookies.'™
Many of these products display brightly colored cartoon characters and names which are
specifically designed to appeal to children such as “Grape Ape”, “Girl Scout Cookie”,
“Pineapple Express”, “S’mores Chocolate”, “Space Gods” and “Rainbow Sourbelts”.® Consistent
with concerns regarding youth access and appeal, national data from 2024 shows that one-in-
eight 12" graders (12.3%) reported using delta-8 THC in the past year.’ This is likely an
underestimation of their use, considering the dozens of other hemp-derived THC and other
psychoactive products derived from hemp in addition to delta-8 THC being sold across the
United States.>™*’

Hemp-derived THC products and other psychoactive products derived from hemp are chemically
synthesized or converted from the CBD in hemp through processes which result in impurities
and dangerous chemicals such as strong acids and heavy metals being left behind in the final
product.!'° There have been thousands of calls to U.S. poison control centers from use of these
products, more than 30% for children 5 years and younger.'! Research suggests that use of hemp-
derived THC products and other psychoactive products derived from hemp is associated with
acute psychiatric disorders including severe psychosis, and lung, chest, and heart disorders, as
well as injuries and poisonings.!!!"'* However, we will not know the full extent of their harms
for many years.

Trying to regulate hemp-derived THC products and other psychoactive products derived from
hemp will not work.!® These products remain widely available in many states that have tried to
ban them.>’ To protect the health and safety of our communities, we need to completely close the
federal loophole by explicitly excluding these products from the definition of hemp. These
products are continually innovated to circumvent existing regulations, underscoring the urgent
need for a comprehensive ban to effectively curtail their availability.'-
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As the FY 2026 Agriculture appropriations bill moves forward, we strongly urge you to support
the House-passed language on this issue in the final conference version of the legislation.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter and for your consideration of our views.
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Cc: The Honorable Mitch McConnell, The Honorable Susan Collins, The Honorable Jerry
Moran, The Honorable Cindy Hyde-Smith, The Honorable Deb Fischer, The Honorable
Markwayne Mullin, The Honorable Mike Rounds, The Honorable Jeff Merkley, The Honorable
Tammy Baldwin, The Honorable Martin Heinrich, The Honorable Gary Peters, The Honorable
Kirsten Gillibrand, The Honorable Jon Ossoff, The Honorable Andy Harris, The Honorable
Robert Aderhotl, The Honorable David Valadao, The Honorable John Moolenaar, The Honorable
Dan Newhouse, The Honorable Julia Letlow, The Honorable Ben Cline, The Honorable Ashley
Hinson, The Honorable Scott Franklin, The Honorable Sanford Biship, Jr., The Honorable
Chellie Pingree, The Honorable Lauren Underwood, The Honorable Marie Gluesenkamp Perez,
The Honorable Marcy Kaptur, The Honorable Debbie Wasserman Schultz



