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In recent months, the entire 
world has been impacted 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As global economies have 

suffered, workers have been 
laid off and communities fear 
for the health and safety of 
their citizens, making our 
work more important than 
ever before. During times 

of fear and stress, we know that substance use and misuse 
prevention is a critical priority. Research from our partners at 
the National Institute on Drug Abuse shows that people with 
substance use disorders are more likely to 
be susceptible to the effects of COVID-19 and 
may face additional struggles maintaining 
sobriety while being physically separated 
from others.  

This is why the work coalitions put forward 
each day is so necessary, and why CADCA 
as an organization will continue to do 
everything within our power to limit 
the impact of this pandemic on your work and provide 
opportunities for development through digital channels, 
allowing our coalitions to sustain and thrive during this 
difficult time. The CADCA Community was created to allow 
member coalitions to connect with one another virtually, 
sharing ideas and resources to address issues that their 
communities are facing. In response to this pandemic, 
we have focused on sharing additional resources on the 
CADCA Community and arranged for several of our trainers 
to offer advice and virtual training experiences through the 
Community. In addition, we have continued to host our 
popular “Research Into Action” webinar series, which offers 
insight from experts within the substance use and misuse 
prevention field on the latest developments in research and 
the implications these developments have on the work of 
coalitions. We continue to share updates from the prevention 
field on our social media channels and through our website, 
cadca.org, allowing those working within the prevention field 
and others to access all the resources at our disposal. 

Finally, our Public Policy team has been hard at work to 
ensure that national funding for prevention resources is not 
impacted by this situation. Over the past several months, 
the team has submitted appropriations request forms to 
Congressional offices, met with all relevant appropriations 
committee staff and gotten a record number of Members 
of Congress to sign on to letters in support of the Drug-
Free Communities (DFC) Program. In addition, the team 
has advocated for the highest possible funding for the DFC 
Program, Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act (CARA) 
Section 103 enhancement grants, the Center for Substance 
Abuse Prevention’s (CSAP) Strategic Prevention Framework 
(SPF)/Partnership for Success grant program, the Sober Truth 

on Preventing Underage Drinking (STOP) Act 
programs in the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) and 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), the Center for Substance Abuse 
Treatment’s (CSAT) Screening, Brief Intervention 
and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) program, the 
Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment 
Block Grant and its 20 percent prevention set-
aside and the U.S. State Department’s Bureau 

of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL) 
Demand Reduction Program.

Although this is an exceedingly challenging time for our 
nation and for the world as a whole, we are more committed 
than ever to working together to create safe, healthy and 
drug-free communities. Rest assured that we will continue 
to serve as a cornerstone for our network of community 
coalitions worldwide, and we are here to provide help in any 
way possible as we share in this global experience. 

Sincerely, 

Arthur T. Dean 
Major General, U.S. Army, Retired 
Chairman and CEO, CADCA

CADCA is 
working to 

limit the impact 
of COVID-19 on 
our coalitions.

A MESSAGE FROM  
OUR CHAIRMAN AND CEO
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attendees spent time in the Exhibit Hall, 
where federal and corporate partners 
displayed tips, materials and products. At 
the CADCA Corner, CADCA staff provided 
coalition development and evaluation 
and research support, along with free 
copies of CADCA’s latest signature 
publications and resources. In addition, 
CADCA’s networking opportunities 
helped draw coalition members from 
across the country together.  

ON TUESDAY, the day opened with 
the National Leadership Plenary, and 
welcome remarks from CADCA Chairman 
and CEO General Arthur T. Dean. Nora 
D. Volkow, M.D., Director of the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) at the 
National Institutes of Health served as 
the keynote speaker, while Jim Carroll, 
Director of the White House Office of 
National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) 
answered audience questions and 

IN EARLY FEBRUARY CADCA HOSTED 
THE LARGEST-EVER NATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP FORUM, with over 3,300 
prevention professionals gathering 
in National Harbor, Maryland to 
celebrate the 30th Annual Forum 
and SAMHSA’s 16th Prevention Day. 
Exceptional champions from federal 
government agencies, corporate 
organizations and youth and adult 
community coalition leaders came 
together to explore the theme of 
“Prevention. Progress. Possibilities.”  

THE EVENT KICKED OFF ON MONDAY 
with the first ever “Where Culture Meets 
Prevention” Intertribal Exhibition, a 
showcase displaying the traditions and 
dances of several Native American tribes. 
At the Opening Reception that evening, 

FORUM 
RECAP Hundreds of coalition members attend the Capitol Hill Day Rally on the 

historic front lawn of the U.S. Capitol building. 
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General Dean and members of CADCA’s Board of Directors and 
Coalition Advisory Committee cut the ribbon to officially welcome 
attendees to the Opening Reception.

3cadca.org



spoke about prevention efforts at the 
federal level. After a day of dynamic and 
engaging training sessions, attendees 
met with fellow coalition members 
from their home states and territories to 
strategize for their visits to Capitol Hill 
the following day. The day concluded 
with the Coalition Academy Graduation, 
where 148 coalitions from across the 
country celebrated their hard work in 
completing CADCA’s National Coalition 
Academy (NCA) and Graduate Coalition 
Academy (GCA). Graduates and attendees 
got the chance to hear from CADCA Board 
Secretary Gregory Puckett, CADCA Board 

Congressional 
Leadership 

Awards
 The Honorable Susan 

Brooks (R-IN/5th) 

The Honorable Jeanne 
Shasheen (D-NH) 

The Honorable John 
Kennedy (R-LA) 

The Honorable Mike 
Quigley (D-IL/5th) 

The Honorable Tom 
Graves (R-GA/14th)

My experience from the 
National Leadership Forum 

was one that instilled new hope and 
energy,” said Luca DeRuzza, a youth 
member of Healthy Lamoille Valley 
Coalition. “At Capitol Hill Day, despite 
the rain, we were determined to not 
let it get in the way of educating 
and advocating our legislators to 
the problems and successes we are 
seeing in our communities. I was able 
to talk to Congressman Peter Welch 
and the staff of Senator Leahy and 
Senator Sanders. They all eagerly 
took notes on what was being said 
and all commented on the power of 
our words, and how united we were 
in standing up for change. I loved 
being a part of this wave of change 
and hope to come back to continue 
the fight.”

General Dean is honored during “Where Culture Meets Prevention,” an 
Intertribal Exhibition. 

CADCA’s 2019 Outstanding Youth Leader Delainey Allen speaks to the crowd at the 
National Leadership Awards Luncheon.

Vice Chair Jerilyn Simpson Jordan and 
Director of CADCA’s National Coalition 
Institute and Vice President of Training 
Operations Pat Castillo. 

WEDNESDAY was Capitol Hill Day, 
and more than 1,300 Forum attendees 
joined us for the Capitol Hill Day Plenary 
and Capitol Hill Day Rally. Engaging 
speakers, including Representatives 
Susan Brooks (R-IN/5th), Bill Johnson 
(R-OH/6th), David Trone (D-MD/6th) 
and Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-IL/8th) 
and Senators Joe Manchin (D-WV) 
and John Cornyn (R-TX) encouraged 
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National Leadership Award 

Mayor Martin J. Walsh 
Boston, Massachusetts 

National Newsmaker Award 

Laura Monteverdi, THV11 
Little Rock, Arkansas

Outstanding Youth Leader 

Delainey Allen, Action for the 
Betterment of the Community (ABC) 

Outstanding State Member 

Montana Department of Public 
Health and Human Services

GOT Outcomes! Awards 

Riverhead Community Coalition 
for Safe and Drug-Free Youth 
Coalition of the Year 

Drug Free Fayette 
Coalition of Excellence 

Noble SWAT Drug Free 
Communities 
Coalition in Focus 

Dose of Prevention Award 

Drug Free Cecil Youth Coalition

Chairman’s Award

Milton Substance Abuse 
Prevention Coalition 

Advocates of the Year 

Jordan Esser, DuPage County 
Prevention Leadership Team

Dan Falcitelli, Floyd Against Drugs

CADCA congratulates the following 
award winners recognized at the 
National Leadership Awards Luncheon:

CADCA Thanks Our Forum Partners! 

coalition members to represent their 
state’s prevention needs in personal 
conversations with their Senators and 
Representatives. CADCA Public Policy 
Consultant Sue Thau gave a rousing 
speech, driving home the significance 
of the community voice in the national 
prevention movement and how 
important our coalitions are to the fight 
against substance use and misuse. After a 
full day of Capitol Hill appointments, the 
night ended with a Youth Dance, where 
youth from across the country were 
invited to network.  

THURSDAY was a fantastic final day 
for the 30th Annual National Leadership 
Forum. New York Times bestselling 
Author Alex Berenson presented at the 
Membership Breakfast before Forum 
attendees went to their final day of 
sessions, energized and ready to work 
on community solutions. At the National 
Leadership Awards Luncheon, Laura 
Monteverdi, the winner of our 2020 
National Newsmaker Award, spoke to 
attendees about her personal experience 
of losing a loved one to substance 
misuse, while Dr. Bertha Madras 
reminded us that, “everyone in this room 
who is devoted to prevention plays an 
essential role in the health and future of 
American society.” In addition, the 2020 
GOT Outcomes! winners, the Dose of 
Prevention winner, the Advocates of the 
Year, the Outstanding Youth Leader and 
the Outstanding State Member received 
their awards. 

THROUGHOUT THE WEEK, more than 
90 training sessions were offered to youth 
and adult Forum attendees on a range 
of topics, including underage drinking 
prevention, the ever-changing marijuana 
landscape, e-cigarette and vaping trends 
and the opioid epidemic. As the largest-
ever National Leadership Forum came to 
a close, attendees reflected on what they 
learned and how this experience would 
change the future of prevention in their 
communities, create progress and lead to 
endless possibilities.   
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Every year, CADCA holds Capitol Hill 
Day as part of its National Leadership 
Forum. This year’s Capitol Hill Day was 
memorable in many ways, as a record 
setting number of people representing 
coalitions from across the country 
attended Hill appointments. 

Perhaps the most unique part of this 
year’s Capitol Hill Day was the Rally, 
which took place on the grounds of 
the U.S. Capitol Building overlooking 
the National Mall. The Rally included 
remarks from several elected officials, the 
Advocates of the Year and youth. Senator 
Joe Manchin (D-WV) compared the drug 
epidemic to a war and emphasized the 
need for a whole-community approach 
in solving this crisis. Senator John 
Cornyn (R-TX) expressed the importance 
of prevention as the best tool to fight 
the drug epidemics. Congressman Raja 
Krishnamoorthi (D-IL/8th) discussed 
the importance of preventing substance 
misuse, especially among children. 
Although these members of Congress are 
from different parties and hold different 
political beliefs, it is clear that substance 
use and misuse prevention is one area in 
which politicians stand united.  

The most impactful parts of Capitol 
Hill Day each year are the meetings 
Forum attendees have with members of 
their congressional delegations. These 
meetings are a tremendous opportunity 
to tell members of Congress about 
what the coalition is accomplishing and 
the importance of prevention. These 
meetings also provide a way for coalition 

members to cultivate relationships with 
their representatives, senators and their 
staff. 

Tamson Livanov, a prevention 
specialist from Southern New Castle 
County Communities Coalition (SN4C) 
in Delaware spoke to the youth 
experience at Capitol Hill Day as being, 
“an invaluable opportunity to see how 
powerful the voices of our youth can be in 
regard to community-level prevention.” 
The Delaware meetings consisted of a 
team of prevention professionals and 
five youth from the local school district 
who led, “the conversation [with the 
Congressional delegation, including 
Senator Chris Coons (D-DE)] around 
the issues they are facing in their schools 
on a daily basis.” Ms. Livanov pointed 
out, “this work could not be completed 
effectively without youth input,” a theme 
constant throughout Capitol Hill Day and 
throughout prevention. 

The appropriations process immediately 
follows Capitol Hill Day each year. The 
Hill meetings are the best way to garner 
support for the DFC program and other 
substance use and misuse prevention 
programs. After Capitol Hill Day 2020, 
Senator Thom Tillis, from North 
Carolina, signed onto the DFC Fiscal Year 
2021 appropriations support letter for the 
first time. His support is largely credited 
to the meeting North Carolina coalitions 
attended with him on Capitol Hill Day. 

The support CADCA receives on 
Capitol Hill is vital. One of CADCA’s 
staunch supporters on Capitol 
Hill, Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
(D-NY/17th), Chair of the House 
Appropriations Committee, is retiring 
at the end of her term in 2020. This 
year’s meeting gave CADCA members 
from her district a chance to thank 
her for her continuous support and 
highlight the partnership she and her 
district’s coalitions have built and 
sustained throughout the years. Ellen 

Morehouse, from Ossining, NY within 
the Congresswoman’s district, attended 
the meeting with a group from NY and, 
“thanked her for attending coalition 
events in the district and shared how 
her leadership on the appropriations 
committee has and will continue to 
benefit all who care about substance use 
prevention and treatment.”

Capitol Hill Day allows community 
coalitions to lay the foundation 
for sustained relationships with 
Congressional offices. These meetings 
encourage members of Congress to 
become champions for substance use 
prevention. Support for priorities such 
as the DFC Program, the STOP Act, CSAP 
programs and the CARA enhancement 
grants would not be possible without 
Capitol Hill Day meetings. CADCA is 
thrilled to have had its largest Capitol 
Hill Day ever and is grateful to our Forum 
attendees for their steadfast support for 
and commitment to substance use and 
misuse prevention.   

“ An invaluable opportunity 
to see how powerful the 
voices of our youth can be in 
regard to community-level 
prevention.”

  — Tamson Livanov

CAPITOL HILL DAY

CADCA coalition members 
from Illinois meet with 
Congressman Raja 
Krishnamoorthi (D-IL/8th)  
in his office on the Hill. 

Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) 
talks about the need for 
community advocacy at the 
Capitol Hill Day Rally.
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Last October, Maryland Congressman 
Elijah Cummings passed away, 
leaving behind a life and legacy that 
has impacted the United States, and 
CADCA’s work in particular. Known 
for his contributions to the civil rights 
movement and commitment to 
advocating for the poor in his district, 
Rep. Cummings was a constant champion 
for CADCA, it’s coalition model and the 
DFC program.

As a member and then Chairman of 
the Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee, which is responsible for 
authorizing the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy, Rep. Cummings played 
key roles in ensuring the passage of 
the original DFC program in 1998. His 
leadership was also a major factor in 
drafting and helping to pass all three of 
the reauthorizations of the DFC program, 
the most recent of which was signed 
into law in 2018, as a provision in the 
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities 
Act.  

Rep. Cummings was widely known as 
one of the most eloquent and powerful 
communicators in Congress. CADCA 
was honored to have him serve as 
the keynote speaker for our National 
Leadership Forum and Drug-Free Kids 
Campaign Awards Dinner events, as well 
as numerous other events over the years, 
where he inspired our members to never 
be afraid to “speak truth to power.” 

do you have to offer?’ And then one day, 
they started talking about cutting funding 
for special education. And a little voice 
came to me and said ‘There are children 
who are depending on you, here you are 
in a position of leadership and you can 
make a difference for those kids. You are 
the expert, nobody else in this room has 
ever sat six years in special education.’ So 
I spoke up.” 

“Rep. Cummings’ distinguished 
Congressional career will always be 
remembered for his willingness to use his 
amazing oratory skills to speak up and 
fight for all of the things he believed in,” 
said CADCA Public Policy Consultant Sue 
Thau. “He was a true leader, as well as 
a gentleman, who never lost his civility 
under any circumstances, no matter how 
contentious.” 

“CADCA is grateful to have had a 
champion and friend in Rep. Elijah 
Cummings, and we mourn the loss 
of an outstanding advocate whose 
commitment to speaking up for what is 
right remains unparalleled,” said General 
Arthur T. Dean, Chairman and CEO, 
CADCA. “We will miss him dearly.”    

One of the best examples of this is when 
he served as the keynote speaker during 
the 2012 National Leadership Awards 
Luncheon, where he was honored with 
CADCA’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 
Rep. Cummings said, “When I first got 
into Congress, I was scared as can be. 
I asked myself, ‘What do you have to 

offer Elijah? You grew up in the ghetto, 
your mother and father were former 
sharecroppers, they only had a second-
grade education. They put you in special 
education classes in kindergarten and 
kept you there until the sixth grade, what 

“CADCA is grateful to have had 

a champion and friend in Rep. 

Elijah Cummings, and we mourn 

the loss of an outstanding 

advocate whose commitment 

to speaking up for what is right 

remains unparalleled.”

— General Arthur T. Dean

REMEMBERING  
CONGRESSMAN 
ELIJAH  
CUMMINGS
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high school students on the second day, 
recognized vaping as a problem in their 
schools. We helped them develop a Youth 
in Action Plan to come up with solutions 
for their community and help implement 
them in their own schools. It was great to 
have Andrew Romero, Director of GHEA, 
provide his knowledge and expertise on 
this issue as well.” 

ORN TRAINING 
BOSTON, MA
Led by the American Academy of 
Addiction Psychiatry (AAAP), the Opioid 
Response Network (ORN) provides 
education and training free-of-charge 
at a local level, offering evidence-based 
practices in the prevention, treatment 
and recovery of opioid use disorders. 
CADCA coordinates prevention activities 
across the SAMHSA-funded Opioid 
Response Network, including the 
most recent training in Boston, MA on 
December 6-7, 2019. 

DEA 360 TRAINING 
KNOXVILLE, TN
On January 9-10, 2020, CADCA’s Youth 
Leadership Initiative and Geographic 
Health Equity Alliance (GHEA) 
partnered with the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) to train 500 middle 
and high school students on vaping 
prevention. The city of Knoxville had 
recently experienced the tragic deaths 
of several people as a result of EVALI, 
the vaping-induced lung injury. As a 
result, this training was both timely and 
extremely important. Knoxville Mayor 
Madeline Rogero attended the training, 
which focused on best-practices for 
on-campus policy to address vaping in 
schools. 

“This was a very powerful, collaborative 
training,” said CADCA’s Deputy Director 
of Training Operations Robert Alvarez. 
“All the youth in the room, 300 middle 
school students on the first day and 200 

THE PUSH-UP COALITION ATTENDS  
CADCA’S AAAP TRAINING

DEA360 TRAINING
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During this two-day training on CADCA’s 
Key Essentials curriculum, 40 youth 
learned about the SPF and identified 
problems within the community and 
ways to address them at the local level. 
“The amazing thing about this training,” 
said Alvarez, “was that it was actually 
requested by young people in a youth-
led, school-based prevention program 
called PUSH-UP. They reached out to 
Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh about 
the need for this training, and we were 
able to coordinate it from there. By the 
end of the training, they had created 
this beautiful network of youth who are 
passionate about limiting substance 
misuse in Boston.” 

ORN TRAINING

COSTA RICA YOUTH ORIENTATION
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COSTA RICA YOUTH 
ORIENTATION
In early February 2020, CADCA’s Youth 
Leadership Initiative had the chance 
to partner with CADCA’s International 
Programs to provide four communities in 
Costa Rica with an orientation to prepare 
them for training. The orientation 
featured both coalition leaders and 
youth advocates from across Costa Rica, 
who learned about youth recruitment, 
involvement and engagement. More 
than 100 youth attended the orientation, 
which was supported by the United 
States Embassy in San Jose, Costa Rica 
and CADCA’s national partner, Safe and 
Health Community Coalitions of Costa 
Rica (COCOLSA).

“I was astounded by 
the enthusiasm at 
this orientation,” said 
Alvarez. “This time 
last year, we hosted 
an orientation that 
only had about 50 youth participants. So, 
to see that number double in a year was 
really amazing. It also showed me how 
much of an impact we’re making in the 
area. For example, one young woman 
named Cristal gave me one of the most 

“I was astounded by 
the enthusiasm at 
this orientation.”

  — Robert Alvarez

comprehensive and 
engaging explanations 
of the SPF that I’ve ever 
heard, showing how 
passionate she is about 
this and how we really are 
fulfilling our mission to 

‘engage, develop and inspire’ youth. She 
told me that her experience with CADCA 
had changed her life, and that she would 
be using it to train her community and 
other communities across Costa Rica in 
prevention.”   
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NATIONAL COALITION 
ACADEMY (NCA)
The NCA is a comprehensive training 
program developed by CADCA’s National 
Coalition Institute. It is designed for 
coalition leaders and key staff to teach 
them how to develop strategic and action 
plans. This process includes examining 
the coalition’s vision, mission, objectives, 
strategies and activities. Coalitions 

then develop an evaluation plan that 
demonstrates their contributions 
and efforts, allowing them to tell the 
coalition’s story. Throughout the week, 
participants have the opportunity to 
enhance their logic models and expand 
coalition efforts to increase community 
collaboration.  

COALITION ACADEMY 
GRADUATION

GRADUATE COALITION 
ACADEMY (GCA)
The GCA is a comprehensive training 
program for coalitions who would 
like to take the knowledge and skills 
learned during the NCA to the next 
level. The primary goal of the GCA is 
to provide coalitions with the knowledge 
and guidance required to track 
implementation and report long-term, 
intermediate and short-term outcomes 
of their efforts. GCA coalitions are 
also provided with an opportunity to 
update and enhance their community 
assessments, logic models and 
comprehensive strategies targeting 
their local conditions. GCA 
trainers provide coalitions 
with robust strategies to build and 
maintain coalition capacity. 
Finally, GCA coalitions can exhibit 
their coalition’s story and outcomes by 
participating in CADCA’s GOT 
Outcomes! Coalition of Excellence 
Awards.  

GRADUATION
Along with this being the 30th anniversary 
of the National Leadership Forum, CADCA 
celebrated another milestone. The 
15th Annual Coalition Academy 
Graduation commemorated not only 
NCA graduates, but the graduates of 
the first ever GCA! With an audience 
of 415, CADCA community members 
celebrated the successes of 148 coalitions 
from all over the country. Opening 
remarks were provided by General 
Arthur T. Dean and Pat Castillo, and 
a keynote address was provided by 
Gregory Puckett.   

MILTON SUBSTANCE ABUSE  
PREVENTION COALITION
CADCA’s Chairman’s Award is presented annually by General Arthur 
T. Dean, to an NCA graduating coalition in recognition of their 
exemplary approach and application of the core competencies and 
essential processes in their community. Past winners of this award 
have shown outstanding knowledge, understanding and application 
of the information taught at the NCA. This year’s Chairman’s Award 
winner is Milton Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition from Milton, 
Massachusetts.

CHAIRMAN’S AWARD WINNER:

CO
ALITIO

N
S: CO

ALITIO
N

 ACADEM
Y GRADU

ATIO
N

10



The Geographic Health Equity 
Alliance (GHEA), a CADCA initiative, 
is a CDC funded National Network 

dedicated to reducing geographic health 
disparities related to tobacco and cancer. 
Geographic health disparities are the 
differences in health behaviors, outcomes 
and policies related to 
where people live, work 
and play. Scientists 
have found that the 
locations in which we 
live, work and play have 
an enormous impact on 
our health.

GHEA recently launched a new newsletter 
where they will host the latest tools, 
news and research related to tobacco and 
cancer prevention and control, reducing 
health disparities and promoting health 
equity. We encourage you to visit 
geohealthequity.org where you can 
learn more about GHEA and sign-up for 
the monthly newsletter. 

At CADCA’s 2020 National Leadership 
Forum, GHEA hosted several trainings for 

coalitions to promote health equity in 
their prevention efforts. These trainings 
included a session led by Natasha 
Phelps from the Public Health Law 
Center, who presented on how to identify, 
incorporate and maintain equity in all 
stages of tobacco control policy work. 

Joshua Hudson from 
the National Native 
Network presented on 
successful strategies for 
working with American 
Indian/Alaska Native 
populations to advance 
tobacco prevention, 
and Melanie Dickens 

from the Alabama Department of Public 
Health and Smoke-Free Shoals discussed 
building coalitions to promote smoke-
free policies in rural communities.

GHEA and CADCA also hosted Brian 
King, the CDC’s Deputy Director for 
Research Translation, OSH, NCCDPHP, to 
present the latest information on youth 
e-cigarette use, including JUUL, and what 
can be done to protect youth from this 
preventable health risk.  

Joshua Hudson presents his session 
“Working with American Indian/Alaska 
Natives: Strategies for Success”

Brian King presents his session 
“E-cigarettes: What are They, What are  
the Health Risks and What we can do to 
Protect Youth”

GHEA

GHEA recently launched 
a new newsletter and 

website where they will 
host the latest content.

geohealthequity.org

CO
ALITIO

N
S: GH

EA

11cadca.org



“I got started in prevention advocacy 
when representatives of the Montcalm 
Prevention Collaborative came into 
my middle school leadership class 
and spoke about why we should join 
the coalition,” said Taylor. “Following 
that presentation, I decided to 
join, and it’s been awesome ever 
since. Since becoming a part of the 
coalition, I feel that I have a voice 
in the community and I’m able to 
represent my community from a whole 
new viewpoint. I’m no longer just a 
community member, I’m a leader and 
I’m expected to lead and advocate for 
crucial situations that need attention 
from the community.” 

CHASE TAYLOR

YOUTH
SPOTLIGHT

In each edition of our Coalitions Newsletter, CADCA 
selects an exemplary youth leader to spotlight. In 
this edition, we are proud to spotlight Chase Taylor, 
a newly selected CADCA Youth Trainer in Training 
(TOT). Chase is a sophomore at Lakeview High School 
in Stanton, Michigan and has been involved with his 
coalition, the Montcalm Prevention Collaborative, for 
four years. He spoke with us about his involvement in 
CADCA’s TOT program and what inspires him to be a 
youth advocate. 

“My coalition, the Montcalm Youth 
Wellness Committee, the youth 
sector of the Montcalm Prevention 
Collaborative, represents Montcalm 
County in Michigan,” said Taylor. “I’m a 
representative for my coalition and go to 
all the CADCA trainings. I also participate 
in events around the county and try to 
raise awareness about my coalition, just 
to let community members know that 
we’re here to advocate and take a stand. 
Apart from that, there is a lot of behind 
the scenes work that many people don’t 
realize, including planning for events and 
deciding on which events and schools 
we’re going to present at.”

Chase Taylor volunteers at an event 
with his coalition, the Montcalm 
Prevention Collaborative.
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Chase Taylor attends CADCA’s National Leadership Forum  
with other members of his coalition. 

“One challenge in our community is 
raising enough awareness to actually 
catch the attention of many of the 
community members who are impacted 
by substance use and misuse,” said 
Taylor. “Many people in our community 
don’t really hear about us enough, so we 
try our best to advocate on the problems 
that are occurring in our community and 
throughout the county. The work that we 
do aims to directly address the problems 
we have identified in our community, and 
we as a coalition work together to find 
a solution to those problems and other 
problems that may come with them.” 

“Advocating about substance misuse 
prevention is very important,” said 
Taylor. “I’ve had family members misuse 
substances and it empowered me to 
take a stand and 
join in the fight 
to advocate. 
Advocating is just 
one part, being 
able to catch the 
attention of the 
general public is 
another. Taking 
a stand and 
advocating isn’t 
easy to do, but if 
you’re confident 
and determined, 
you can achieve 
change. Advocating about substance 
misuse now will help my peers in the long 
run, especially when they’re older.” 

“The experience of being in the CADCA 
TOT program has been absolutely 
incredible,” said Taylor. “The people 
you meet from other states, and 
sometimes countries, are all working 
toward the same outcomes as you are. 
Raising awareness together gives all of 
us a united voice and that is a crucial 
part of advocating. Being a part of the 
CADCA team has helped me become 
more confident while taking a stand 
and has also helped me become more 
knowledgeable on the issues I’m 
advocating for. As I continue to become 

a trainer, CADCA will continue to make 
me a more confident leader and help me 
learn about how to be a proper leader.”

“CADCA has pushed 
me to strive to be 
the best I can be,” 
said Taylor. “After 
partnering with 
CADCA, I feel as 
if I have a louder 
voice and I’m able 
to express my 
opinions, allowing 
me to accomplish 
my goals. CADCA 
has made me feel 
as if I’m part of a 

large team, and that team works together 
all around the world to accomplish goals 
that we would all like to accomplish. 
CADCA has changed my life, and 
perspective, because they allow me to 
speak and stand up for what is right.”

“To any young person thinking of 
becoming involved in prevention work, 
or who has just started working with 
a coalition,” said Taylor, “I would say 
that you can’t stop advocating and 
fighting for what you believe is right. If 
you want to succeed you have to keep 
raising awareness and keep advocating. 
To be able to raise awareness and 
advocate, you must be confident and 
ready to encounter people who have 
different opinions. When you’re a part 

of a coalition, you’re like a team and you 
must have good communication skills 
and be able to work with different people 
in different situations. I would also say 
that you may have tough times and face 
issues getting the attention your cause 
deserves, but I promise you will be able 
to draw attention, sometimes just by a 
simple statement.” 

“In the future I hope to become an 
emergency medicine physician or a 
trauma surgeon,” said Taylor. “I hope 
to continue my work in prevention and 
advocacy. I will always make sure that 
I have a voice in any situation, whether 
it is tied into my future career or it’s just 
something that I believe in. I don’t think 
anyone should ever stop advocating and 
taking a stand.”  

“CADCA has made me 
feel as if I’m part of a 

large team, and that team 
works together all around 

the world to accomplish 
goals that we would all 

like to accomplish.” 
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CADCA ATTENDS 63RD 
SESSION OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS 
COMMISSION ON 
NARCOTIC DRUGS 
(UNCND)
This March, CADCA leadership, affiliates 
and staff traveled to Vienna, Austria 
to participate in the 63rd session of the 
UNCND held at the Vienna International 
Centre. Executive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer General Barrye L. 
Price led CADCA’s delegation consisting 
of Vice President of International 
Programs Eric Siervo and International 
Consultant Irina Green. Accompanying 
CADCA personnel were collaborating 
partners Gustavo Ascacibar and 
Giovanna Vargas of CRESER, a national 
non-governmental organization (NGO) 
based in Peru, and Youth Trainer Trinity 
Murray, who was selected to represent 
the United States of America in the Youth 
Leadership Forum, an annual event 
organized by the United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Youth 
Initiative.

UNCND is the foremost policymaking 
body within the United Nations system 
on illicit narcotics and psychotropic 
substances, with its annual forum 
attracting national governments and 
their relevant agencies, international 
governmental organizations (IGO), 
civil society organizations, drug policy 
specialists, technical professionals, 
other NGOs and civil society leaders 
from across the world. As an NGO in 
consultative status with the Economic 
and Social Council of the UN and a 
member of the Vienna NGO Committee, 
CADCA has been actively involved 
in furthering the critical dialogue on 

international drug demand reduction for 
over a decade and is receiving increasing 
recognition for its work. 

Eric Siervo highlighted the momentum 
that prevention advocates like CADCA 
have been able to achieve, saying, 
“Throughout the years, CADCA has 
been promoting greater emphasis on 
prevention at the UNCND, and this 
year we were excited to see progress 
toward that goal as more side events 
and discussions focused on drug-use 
prevention. As part of the Drug Policy 
Futures network of NGOs, which 
advocates for evidence-based strategies 
to promote public health, safety and the 

Trinity Murray was chosen to represent the United 
States and CADCA at the UNCND Youth Forum. 

INTERNATIONAL 
PROGRAMS
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well-being of society, CADCA has worked 
with several organizations from around 
the world to strengthen our global efforts 
in reducing the demand for drugs.” 

Over the course of the UNCND, CADCA 
attended various plenary sessions, 
informal discussions and side events. In 
addition to participation within larger 
forums, the CADCA team held meetings 
with ministries and drug control 
agencies from various member nations 
with whom CADCA already maintains 
working relationships, such as Tajikistan, 
Kazakhstan, Indonesia, the Philippines, 
Kenya and Brazil.  Alongside work at the 
governmental level, CADCA staff also met 
with representatives from the UNODC, 
the Organization of American States 
- Inter-American Drug Abuse Control 
Commission (OAS - CICAD), international 
NGOs and others to discuss opportunities 
for collaboration and to highlight the 
community coalition strategy as an 
effective approach to reducing substance 
use and related concerns. 

CADCA and CRESER also had the 
distinction of jointly sponsoring an 
official side event titled “Collaborations 
Between Government and Civil Society 
to Prioritize Prevention of Substance 
Misuse Through CADCA’s Model for 
Community Change.” Through this 
presentation, the delegates elaborated 

upon how communities throughout Lima, 
provinces east of the Andes and coastal 
communities in Peru have established 
an effective drug prevention community 
coalition movement, emphasizing the 
capture of local, actionable data to 
assess problems, develop strategic plans 
and promote civic engagement through 
multi-sectoral community coalitions.   

On advancing the mission of 
incorporating youth advocacy as a 
major element of drug use prevention 
strategy, Robert Alvarez said, “Each 
year CADCA brings a youth member to 
UNCND to further the important role 
young people represent in prevention. 
Trinity Murray is 
an example of 
how youth can 
be the driving 
force in creating 
lasting community 
change, and we 
were proud to show 
that to leaders 
from around the 
world.” Trinity, 
a dynamic 17-year old from North 
Carolina, exceeded expectations, 
skillfully representing both the United 
States and CADCA at the Youth Forum, 
an event which enables youth engaged 
in prevention activities to exchange 
perspectives on how to better protect the 

Eric Siervo and General Barrye L. Price sit on a panel  
at the 63rd session of the UNCND. 

well-being of their peers and to convey this 
collective message to global policy makers.

Reflecting upon the totality of the 
experience, General Barrye L. Price said, 
“What a remarkable week of engagements 
we had with delegations from around the 
world! Days started at 6:15 am and ended 
at 8:30 pm, but the dialogue was rich and 

impactful enough to 
easily fill the time.” 
CADCA looks forward 
to attending future 
UNCND sessions on 
the application of 
international drug 
control treaties and 
to helping shape 
international drug 
policy with member 

states by advocating for the importance 
of prevention, as well as the effectiveness 
of the community coalition strategy as 
a means of reducing substance use and 
misuse worldwide.  

What a remarkable week 
of engagements we had 
with delegations from 
around the world! 
— General Barrye L. Price
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Ms. Sumaira works to support rural 
women’s services through the Aga 
Khan foundation, with special interest 
in opium-use disorders among female 
youth. She has also worked in school-
based prevention and skill-building 
programs and, through her affiliation 
with CADCA, seeks to enhance her 
understanding of best practices in the 
area of prevention education, as well 
as effective policy creation.

Throughout the duration of their 
professional affiliations, the Fellows 
will work closely with CADCA’s 
International Programs team to learn 
how CADCA adapts and implements its 
methodology across different national 
and cultural contexts. 

The Humphrey Fellows program 
is designed to be a face-to-face, 
immersive experience. However, as a 
public health and prevention-oriented 
organization, CADCA prioritizes the 
health and safety of staff and affiliates. 
Therefore, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and in accordance with best 
practices, CADCA has transitioned 
the Fellows’ Professional Affiliation 
to a fully online version, migrating 
all meetings and events to virtual 
platforms.

CADCA looks forward to maximizing 
the visiting scholars’ opportunities 
to learn about best practices in 
community coalition development, 
as well as to providing avenues for 
the Fellows to share their skill sets 
through this rewarding opportunity 
for mutual exchange.   

Over the months of May and June 2020, 
CADCA will have the honor of hosting 
its eighth cohort of Humphrey Fellows. 
The Humphrey Fellows program, a 
sub-category of Fulbright Programs 
coordinated through the Bureau of 
Education and Cultural Affairs within the 
Department of State, gives distinguished 
professionals from across the world the 
opportunity to engage in 10 months 
of immersive non-degree seeking 
study within the United States. Their 
experience within the program finishes 
with a professional affiliation with an 
organization or institution relevant to 
their work.

Given CADCA’s leadership in the field 
of prevention strategies and coalition 
development, this year, two Fellows 
have elected to join CADCA for their 
professional affiliation in order to learn 
about the organization, its methodology, 
operations and impact, with the hope 
of bringing insights gained about 
community coalition development back 
to their respective countries. This year, 
we are pleased to welcome Mr. Venant 
Mligo of Tanzania and Ms. Sumaira of 
Pakistan. 

Mr. Mligo has worked with Tanzania’s 
Ministry of Home Affairs in the division 
for Crime and Substances Abuse 
Prevention, as well as a number of 
UN-affiliated entities. Mr. Mligo has a 
passion for education, empowerment 
and prevention among youth. Prior 
to joining the Humphrey Fellows 
program, he served as a high school 
teacher specializing in student welfare 
monitoring. Mr. Mligo’s primary goal is to 
develop programming for school-aged 
youth with substance use issues. 

CADCA HOSTS 
TWO HUMPHREY 
FELLOWS FOR 
PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATION
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Thanks to the hard work and commitment of coalition members, community 
partners and trainers all over the world, CADCA’s International Programs trained 

and assisted more coalitions in more countries than ever before. We have 
developed and implemented new products and processes to further improve the 

quality of our data collection, and the results for 2019 are in:

57 14 43

164
coalitions  
supported

4,566
community 
members trained

458 
instances of ad hoc  
support provided

52
new community

coalitions created

20
countries  

supported

373 
onsite TA sessions  
conducted

total  
trainings held

Trainings of 
Leaders (TOLs)*

Trainings of 
Communities (TOCs)**

38% 46% 28%
Average increase 
in knowledge 
gained across  
all trainings

Average increase 
in knowledge 
gained across 
TOL trainings*

Average increase  
in knowledge 
gained across  
TOC trainings **

*Training of Leaders or TOL is a training and technical assistance experience designed to provide a select number of community leaders with the capacity to guide coalition development within their communities. 
**Training of Communities or TOC is a series of trainings and technical assistance sessions designed to provide community residents representing various community sectors with the capacity to develop a coalition.

GLOBAL REACH IN 2019

TRAINING

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
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Residents of rural 
communities are 
vulnerable to negative 
outcomes across the 
substance use and 
misuse spectrum, from 

prevention to treatment and recovery. 
However, communities can work with 
key stakeholders, including youth, to 
address many factors that contribute to 
substance misuse in rural communities. 
This year CADCA, in partnership with The 
National Grange of the Order of Patrons 
of Husbandry, with the generous 
support of the Rx Abuse Leadership 
Initiative (RALI) and contributions from 
the STAND Coalition of Scott County, 
TN and the Rural Youth Advisory Council, 
produced a Rural Youth Engagement 
Toolkit. This resource was created 
for Grangers, young people, coalitions, 
community-serving organizations, 
religious organizations and others that 

seek to meaningfully engage rural youth, 
address substance use and misuse 
issues in their communities and achieve 
positive community change through 
comprehensive strategies that focus 
on policy and advocacy. Meaningful 
engagement and involvement of rural 
youth is a key component to enacting 
lasting change that will contribute 
to healthy and safe communities 
throughout the nation. 

The toolkit is available through CADCA’s 
website, cadca.org/rural-youth-
engagement-toolkit. 

CADCA’s continued partnership 
with Pacira initiated the Non-Opioid 
Choices Project, which aims to work 
with communities on advocating and 
strategizing for various non-opioid 
options available for acute pain 
management. Over the course of 18 
months, 18 coalitions were recruited 
from the following priority areas to begin 
an educational awareness campaign: 

Iowa | Ohio | Las Vegas | Illinois 
Massachusetts | Michigan | New Jersey 
Florida | New York  | Washington, D.C. 

Utah | Texas

The kick-off for this project was a training 
held the weekend before CADCA’s 30th 
Annual National Leadership Forum. 
Using CADCA’s NCA as a model, the 
coalitions took part in a training tailored 
to the needs of advanced coalitions. The 
training armed coalitions with knowledge 
regarding pain management options 
and non-opioid alternatives, ways to 
heighten key stakeholder involvement 
and community understanding, tools 
to create messaging about the need for 
these options in their community and 
strategies to engage healthcare providers 
and lawmakers on the importance of 
advocating to support these initiatives.

The project aims to continue follow-
up through webinars, training and 
networking at CADCA’s Mid-Year Training 
Institute this July, where the coalitions 
will have an opportunity to share their 
experiences and gain more education 
on best practices for engaging their 
healthcare community.

PARTNER 
PROJECTS

CADCA is Proud to Announce 
Our 2020 Humanitarian of the 
Year is the Rx Abuse Leadership 
Initiative (RALI)!

CADCA’s Drug-Free 
Kids Campaign 
Awards Dinner 

recognizes organizations and individuals 
who support and educate the community 
about substance use and misuse and 
its impact on young people. CADCA 
engages business leaders to be part of 
the solution by inviting them to join our 
cause and by recognizing leaders who 
have played a significant role in CADCA’s 
drug prevention efforts.

HUMANITARIAN  
OF THE YEAR

This year, RALI will receive CADCA’s 
Humanitarian of the Year award for 
2020. RALI is a convening organization 
of community and advocacy leaders 
working to address our nation’s opioid 
crisis. With millions of Americans 
struggling with opioid addiction, RALI 
provides a platform to share best 
practices and information on prevention, 
treatment access and recovery. The 
organization collaborates with local 
partners in a number of states to bring 
educational resources and key programs 
to communities impacted by opioid 
addiction. By working with partners at 
the state, local and county level, RALI 
can ensure their solutions are properly 
implemented and bring about change in 
our communities.  

CADCA, in partnership with RALI, has held 
events across the nation targeting areas 

that are struggling with the opioid crisis 
to provide attention and support. Now 
in the partnership’s third year, CADCA 
and RALI have worked across the nation 
with 14 state chapters, and held events 
and opportunities in many more. CADCA 
will continue to work with RALI and push 
forward with new initiatives around 
safe disposal and other efforts. We are 
honored to bestow our highest award on 
their organization for their efforts.

To learn more about RALI, please visit 
raliusa.org.

RALI will be honored with the 
Humanitarian of the Year Award at 
CADCA’s 22nd Annual Drug-Free Kids 
Campaign Awards Dinner, Thursday, 
October 15, 2020 in the Riverview 
Ballroom at the Gaylord National Hotel, 
National Harbor, MD.   



CADCA’S ANNUAL  
SURVEY OF 
COALITIONS

Last call to fill out CADCA’s Annual Survey of 
Coalitions! The Annual Survey is a leading source 
of information on community-level substance use 
and misuse prevention. Your participation helps 
us determine coalition training and technical 
assistance needs, identify successful coalition 
strategies for prevention, conduct capacity 
assessments for participation in projects and 
much more! Email survey@cadca.org for a 
personalized survey link.

EVALUATION &  
RESEARCH

COALITION  
EVALUATION  
SERVICES

CADCA’s Evaluation and Research Team is 
now offering evaluation services directly 
to coalitions. Services include instrument 
development, data analyses, site visit trainings, 
coalition evaluation assessments and guidance 
in evaluation planning, among others. Multi-year 
agreements are available to member coalitions. 
Agreements will be custom fitted to the needs 
of the coalition and backed by CADCA. Contact 
evaluation@cadca.org for more information.

RESEARCH 
INTO ACTION 
WEBINAR SERIES

CADCA’s Evaluation and Research 
Team offers a bimonthly webinar 
series that connects scholarly research 
with day-to-day coalition efforts. 
Throughout the year, the team 
moderates live conversations with 
substance use and misuse prevention 
experts centered on their recent 
research. Through this webinar series, 
CADCA aims to introduce coalition 
members to the latest prevention 
research findings and foster a 
connection between researchers and 
prevention specialists in communities 
across the country. For information 
about upcoming webinars, email 
evaluation@cadca.org. Recordings 
of past webinars can be found on 
CADCA’s YouTube channel or CADCA’s 
Resources page.

Recent webinars:
   Tuesday, May 12: Brittany Bugbee 
of the University of Maryland School 
of Public Health discussed her 
article, “Substance Use, Academic 
Performance, and Academic 
Engagement Among High School 
Seniors”

   Thursday, April 16: Elizabeth 
Gerndt, Project Director at Counter 
Tools, discussed “Why Point of Sale 
Matters,” in particular the impact of 
point of sale on e-cigarette and other 
tobacco product usage

   Wednesday, February 26: Dr. Julia 
Dilley, Senior Research Scientist 
and Epidemiologist with the State 
of Oregon Public Health Division, 
discussed her article, “Community-
level Policy Responses to State 
Marijuana Legalization in Washington 
State” and what local policy options 
are available to coalitions addressing 
marijuana sales in their communities

CADCA’s GOT OUTCOMES! Awards 
program recognizes coalitions that 
create positive, long-lasting changes 
in their communities. We have been 
celebrating coalitions’ successes since 
2004—recently we aligned the application 
process with the NCA curriculum, 
improved coalition development 
support and simplified the award levels. 
Applicants can apply for one of three 
categories based on their substance 
misuse-related outcomes, which can 
be short, intermediate or long-term. 
The application process consists of two 
phases: phase one focuses on coalitions’ 
comprehensive strategies which helped 
reduce substance misuse in their 
community; phase two requires coalitions 

to transform this information into a 
compelling success story which they can 
share with partners, funders and the 
community. 

Here’s what our 2019 winning coalitions 
had to say about the updated process:

“The new application process allowed us 
to utilize and update our CADCA products, 
while providing the opportunity to clearly 
share our process for achieving outcomes 
with community stakeholders,” said 
Felicia Scocozza, Executive Director of 
Riverhead Community Coalition for Safe 
and Drug-Free Youth.

“Our experience with the GOT Outcomes! 
application was perfectly aligned with 
the six CADCA Tools, and how we [are] 
trying to organize our coalition strategies 
and activities. The time spent applying 

only deepened our familiarity with—and 
commitment to—the coalition building 
process,” said Michael Mumper, Program 
Coordinator of Drug Free Fayette.

“We enjoyed the application process 
because we were able to compete at the 
same level our coalition is at and we were 
given invaluable feedback from CADCA,” 
said Colton Snead, DFC Coordinator of 
Noble SWAT Drug Free Communities.

The 2020 application process will 
be opening this summer! Take this 
opportunity to improve your coalition’s 
products and be recognized for your 
exceptional community-level outcomes 
in substance use and misuse prevention. 
Email gotoutcomes@cadca.org for more 
details.  

GOT Outcomes! 
AWARD PROGRAM
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Michigan,” said Ghosh. “I continued 
with SRSLY through high school and got 
involved with CADCA around 7th or 8th 
grade. At the time, I was just beginning to 
learn about prevention and how it could 
help with some of the major issues in my 
community. Major problems in Michigan 
at that time included underage drinking, 
marijuana and prescription drug misuse. 
We were also a medical marijuana state, 
so we had complications that arose from 
that. I eventually became the president 
of the coalition and got the opportunity 
to educate teens and youth about 
prevention.” 

“My first experience with CADCA was 
when SRSLY attended CADCA’s 2013 Mid-
Year Training Institute in Austin, Texas, 
right around the time we got our DFC 
grant,” said Ghosh. “That’s when I learned 
about CADCA, met the other CADCA youth 
trainers and decided I wanted to be a part 
of what they were doing. A lot of it came 
down to how they interacted with us and 
kept us engaged. They gave me roles 
that empowered me and had me asking 
questions about my own community. 

As a CADCA Youth Trainer for 
nearly eight years, Ananth 
Ghosh worked to develop his 

leadership skills as he inspired countless 
young prevention advocates to take on 
leadership roles themselves and work 
to make their communities safer and 
healthier through prevention advocacy. 
Today, Ghosh is in his third year at the 
United States Military Academy at West 

Point, where he continues to serve 
as a leader to his fellow students and 
comrades. He took the time to speak with 
us about his experience as a CADCA Youth 
Trainer, and how it led him to the role he 
is in today. 

“I got started in prevention advocacy 
when I was in the 5th or 6th grade and 
I worked closely with an organization 
called SRSLY in my hometown of Chelsea, 

WHERE 
ARE 
THEY 
NOW?
As a CADCA Youth Trainer for nearly eight 
years, Ananth Ghosh worked to develop his 
leadership skills as he inspired countless 
young prevention advocates to take on 
leadership roles themselves and work to 
make their communities safer and healthier 
through prevention advocacy.
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It gave me a lot of perspective on the 
diversity and the different issues people 
are facing.”

“After I attended the Mid-Year Training 
Institute in Texas, I joined CADCA’s 
Training of Trainers (TOT) program,” 
said Ghosh. “The current youth trainers 
would let me sit in on their trainings to 
see how they were handling things. My 
training quickly progressed to the point 
where I was facilitating breakout groups 
and presenting my own material with 
other trainers. One thing I really enjoyed 
about the experience was that CADCA is 
a very people-oriented organization. It’s 
an organization that empowers youth to 
develop their voices, share their ideas 
and embrace their diversity. CADCA works 
to bring us together and have youth lead 
where they think they can’t, showing us 
that it’s possible to create change.” 

“During my time at CADCA, I learned 
a lot about prevention techniques,” 
said Ghosh. “But I think the biggest 
takeaway I received, and what I have 
carried with me the most, is the idea of 

leadership and service before self. I met 
a lot of phenomenal people with great 
stories who were willing to share their 
experiences with me to make the world, 
each community, a better place. Working 
with CADCA gave me great joy, because it 
showed me that what 
looks like an endless 
fight can improve day 
by day.” 

“Today, I am a Cadet 
Sergeant and I sit 
on regimental staff 
at the Academy,” 
said Ghosh. “Each 
semester, I have 
had the opportunity 
to take on new 
leadership roles 
within the Academy. I 
owe a lot of gratitude 
to General Dean 
and General Price, who took me under 
their wings and mentored me during 
my time at CADCA. They inspired me to 
consider a service career in the U.S. Army, 
completely changing the trajectory of my 

life. Next year, I’ll graduate as a Second 
Lieutenant in the Army and I hope to 
work in Aviation, while also bringing 
prevention strategies I have learned to 
each new community I am a part of.”

“Each day, I try to live 
by the motto ‘do the 
little things right and 
the big things will 
follow,’” said Ghosh. 
“CADCA really gave 
me the foundational 
tools that I needed to 
succeed. The Youth 
Leadership program 
showed me that to 
be a good leader, you 
have to have once 
been a good follower. 
I followed some great 
leaders at CADCA and 
learned how to be a 

strong leader myself. That’s something 
that can’t be taught, that experience 
was given to me. It was by far the best 
experience I could have had.”  

Ananth Ghosh leads his unit at the United States Military Academy at West Point. 

“Each day, I try to 
live by the motto ‘do 
the little things right 

and the big things 
will follow.’ CADCA 
really gave me the 

foundational tools that 
I needed to succeed.”
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Serve on Capitol Hill as the voice and 
champion of funding for coalitions 
and the prevention movement

Member-only rates for CADCA’s 
Leadership Forum and Mid-Year 
Training Institute*

Use of CADCA logo for branding 
purposes

Access to media outreach tools, 
including sample letters and 
templates

Weekly digital newsletter, Coalitions 
Online, and Coalitions print 
newsletter, twice a year

Affinity Program discounts: Office 
Depot, Hertz, Dell, UPS

Eligibility to enter CADCA 
sponsored contests and scholarship 
opportunities

CADCA Prevention Job Board

Legislative alerts and updates 
regarding CADCA’s public policy 
efforts and time-sensitive legislative 
issues

Discounted rates on CADCA’s printed 
publications and online courses

Volunteer request referrals

CADCA MEMBERSHIP
When you become a CADCA member, you’re joining more than an association.  You’re joining a 
movement to build healthy, drug-free communities and empower youth to reject drugs so they can 
reach their full potential.  To help our members do this critical work effectively, CADCA provides the 
following benefits:

Questions?
If you are not already a member of CADCA, please join 
today. Contact Amy Pica at (703) 706-0560 ext 228 or 
membership@cadca.org.

*Not included in Friend of CADCA membership

ENGAGE in unique networking opportunities

CONNECT with CADCA 365 days a year with the online community

SEARCH, find and share content in the resource library

JOIN the conversation by asking and answering questions with your peers

NETWORK with other champions in the prevention field through the online directory

With CADCA membership, you will also have access to the CADCA Community, where you can:

JOIN AT  
CADCA.ORG/MEMBERSHIP



CADCA COMMUNITY

THE CADCA 
COMMUNITY is a 
forum designed 
specifically for 
members to provide 
unique networking 

opportunities, share resources and 
learn from one another. 

You did it! 
AS A CADCA MEMBER, YOU CREATED A FORUM OF

4,000+ 
DISCUSSIONS

400+ 
LIBRARY  
ITEMS 

12,000+ 
CADCA  
MEMBERS

If you haven’t been on 
the CADCA Community 
yet, then you are missing 
out on what is quickly 
becoming a top resource 
in the prevention and 

coalition field. Check it out today at  
community.cadca.org!

“ I love this forum so much and 
have pulled a plethora of 
valuable information. This has 
become a lifeline for me!” 

—   KRISTEN QUINN,  
Lakes Area Community Coalition

On the CADCA Community, you can 
ask anything. Our discussions include 
everything from sample environmental 
scans to sample sticker shock campaigns, 
new fundraising ideas and the best prices 
on medicine lock boxes. It’s a must to go 
on the CADCA Community before you 
sit down and design a flyer or brochure. 
There are sample handouts for funeral 
homes, school coaches, real estate agents 
and much more. There is really no need to 
start from scratch. If you can’t find what 

you are looking for, then just ask in a new 
post. You are sure to get a response from 
one of the 12,000+ members. 

CADCA members are on the frontlines 
of transforming communities, and 
CADCA knows it is hard work. The 
CADCA Community helps members stay 
motivated and connected throughout 
the year so you never feel like you are 
going at it alone. The top threads thus far 
include:

Most Popular Library Items:
1.  Examples of how Schools are 

Combatting Vaping
2. Marijuana Infographics
3. Take out Stickers

Most Popular Posts:
1.  Getting Faith-based Communities 

Involved
2.  Prevention One-pager for High  

School Coaches
3. Escape Room
 
 

If you are regularly on the CADCA Community – thank you! Keep posting and sharing to ensure the  
CADCA Community stays a robust members-only resource. If you are a member and haven’t accessed 
the CADCA Community, then it’s time to log in at community.cadca.org. You must be a member and 
have a password. If you need help with membership or you don’t know your password, then please email 
membership@cadca.org. We are happy to help and we will be glad to see you on the CADCA Community.

Thank you for 
making the  

CADCA Community  
a success! 

RAIKO MENDOZA 
VP of Business Development and Membership 
rmendoza@cadca.org

AMY PICA 
Senior Manager, Membership and CADCA Community 
apica@cadca.org
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SIGN UP

1 9 T H  A N N U A L
MID-YEAR
 TRAINING INSTITUTE

SAVE THE DATE

July 26-30, 2020
Gaylord Opryland  |  Nashville, TN
#CADCAMidYear

Opening Plenary Keynote Speaker
Elinore F. McCance-Katz, M.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Secretary of the Substance Abuse and  
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)


