
Example:  AD Alcohol Overlay District – Pasadena, CA 

A. Purpose. The purposes of the AD (Alcohol Density) overlay district are to:  
1. Provide increased public notification for the establishment of new 

bars or taverns, billiard parlors with alcohol service, nightclubs with 
alcohol service, food sales, liquor stores, convenience stores, and 
any other use that provide for the sale of alcohol for off-site 
consumption; and  

2. Regulate the density of new bars and taverns, billiard parlors with 
alcohol service, nightclubs with alcohol service, and food sales, 
liquor stores, convenience stores, and any other use that provide 
for the sale of alcohol for off-site consumption in order to prevent 
an over-concentration of such uses.  

B. Public notice. This Subsection provides noticing requirements in addition 
to those in Chapter 17.76 (Public Hearings). The following types of notice 
shall be provided for applications proposing new bars or taverns, billiard 
parlors with alcohol service, nightclubs with alcohol service, and uses 
which provide for the sale of alcohol for off-site consumption. These 
requirements shall also apply to existing bars or taverns and uses which 
provide for the sale of alcohol for off-site consumption if the use changes 
from beer and wine sales to full alcohol sales.  

1. Timing of notice. Notice shall be mailed and posted at least 28 
days prior to the public hearing.  

2. Mailed notice. Notice shall be mailed to occupants of buildings 
within 300 feet of the site boundaries.  

C. Separation requirements. New bars or taverns, billiard parlors with 
alcohol service, nightclubs with alcohol service, and uses which provide for 
the sale of alcohol for off-site consumption shall be separated from existing 
bars or taverns, billiard parlors with alcohol service, nightclubs with alcohol 
service and uses which provide sales of alcohol for off-site consumption, as 
follows. These separation requirements are applied to property by the 
Zoning Map designating appropriate areas in either the AD-1 or AD-2 
overlay districts. These requirements shall also apply to existing bars or 
taverns and uses which provide for the sale of alcohol for off-site 
consumption if the use changes from beer and wine sales to full alcohol 
sales.  

1. AD-1 separation requirements. Within areas designated AD-1 on 
the Zoning Map, the facilities regulated by this Section shall be 
separated by a minimum distance of 250 feet.  

AD-2 separation requirements. Within areas designated AD-2 on the Zoning Map, 
the facilities regulated by this Section shall be separated by a minimum distance of 
1,000 feet. 
 


