RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Department of Health gatners data about tohacco
use by children in this state; and

WHEREAS, the Department’'s most recent Tennessee Youth Tonacco Survey
shows that 41.3% of high school students and 23.2%% of midd.e school students use
lobacco products; and

WHEREAS, more than 80% of the adults who use tobacco products began using
them before the age of 18; and

WHEREAS. more than 9,600 Tennesseans die each year from causes iinced to
lobaccu use; and

WHEREAS, the medical costs atiributable to smoking exceed 51.69 billion in
Tennessee every year; and

WHEREAS, lobacco smoke is a major indoor air pollutant conlaining 200 snown
poisens and 43 known carcinogens; and

WHEREAS, serondhand smoke exposure nas baen documented o calse
ncreased respiratory infections, asinma and other iinesses and increases the risic of
iung cancer and heart atlacks; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Surgeon General's 2000 Report "Reducing Tobasco Use”
corclused that strong clean indoor air regulations wiil decrease ohacee cansumption
armnong smokers, wiil increase smoking cessations effor!s, and will conuribute to changirg
social norms about tohacco use: and

WHEREAS, more than 900 local governmenls throughout the country have
adopled some type of partial or cempiete restriction on smoking in buildings; and

WHEREAS, in 1984 the Tennessee Gencral Assembly passed a faw (T.C.A. 36-
17-1531) which prehibits local governments from adopiing any law regulating lobacoo
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products iy any way - a coneept known as preemption: and

WHEREAS, local governments in Tennessas should have ‘he right to protect the
heallth and welfare of their citizens by adopting ‘ocal laws and ordinances resticting the
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purchase and usc of tebacco products by minors and pramoting clean =door ai- in
builaings,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
JACKSON, TENNESSEE:

Section 1. The Tennessec General Assembly is hereby urged to repeal T.C.A. 30-17-
1551 so that local governments in Tennesses will croz again have the right
ta protect the healith and safcety of their citzens by enacling swch laws and
ordinances thal they deem appropriate rega~ding tohacoo products,  The
Clerk s hereby direcied to send a copy of this Resa'ulion to each iremszer
of the Tennessee General Assembly representing Jackson,




Section 2, This resolution will become effective 30 (lhirty) days after ils passage. the
public welfare requining L.
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